
 
The Kansas Historical Society: 

How to Search for Newspapers & Genealogical Records 
 

 
Before you begin, consider:  
 

 Kansas residents have access to newspapers and genealogical records through the Kansas Historical 
Society for free.  Some KS newspapers published before 1923 are not available in digital form yet. 

 The patron will need to provide a Kansas Driver’s License or state ID.  There is no limit regarding the 
amount of times a resident can log in. 

o For non-residents, this link provides open access to KSHS content published on Newspapers.com 
for more than three years; no residency verification required.  Click here or go to: 
https://kansashistoricalopencontent.newspapers.com/ 

 It is possible to visit KSHS in Topeka, but an appointment is required: (785) 272-8681. 
 Options for out-of-state research include: 1) locating the local historical society; 2) completing an online 

ILL request on swkls.org here; or, 3) purchasing a personal subscription. 
o Most American newspapers have been scanned and are available online.  If the patron 

specifically requests a microfilm reel, it may not be possible.  Microfilm is delicate and 
sometimes irreplaceable.  Additional charges might occur. 

o KSHS fees: If paper copies are made, or if the librarian performs additional research, a fee will 
be charged.  Paper copies cost 35¢/page, and each request costs $25.   

 Personal subscription options available:  
o Newspapers.com 

 1) Free 7-day trial.  
 2) Paid subscription for $8 - $20/month. 

o Ancestry.com 
 3) Free 14-day trial. 
 4) Paid subscription for $22-$50/month. 

 
 

 
 



Searching:         lower case L 
 

1. Click here or go to https://www.kshs.org/ancestry/drivers/dlverify. 
2. Patron enters her/his name, DL or ID #, and DOB.  Click enter. 
3. Patron clicks either:  

 Ancestry.com 
o The next screen will lead the patron to a search screen.  Enter relevant information, then 

click search.   
o At the very bottom of the screen is a “data collection list” that can be browsed. 
o KSHS also has these genealogy indexes available for free use.  Click here or go to: 

https://www.kshs.org/p/genealogy-indexes/18943 
 Newspapers.com (It may take a moment to load.) 

o Type the name of newspaper, keyword, person’s name, year, etc. directly in the bar at the 
top labeled “search this collection”. 

o “Digitization of pre-1923 newspapers published in Kansas is nearly complete with about 
12 pages now available.  There are a few pre-1923 titles still waiting to be digitized, and 
[KSHS] will be working [to complete] those in the near future.” 

4. The patron can access additional newspapers for free through the Library of Congress.  Click here or go 
to: https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/newspapers/?state=Kansas&ethnicity=&language= 

 Titles are listed in alphabetical order. 
5.  If the patron is unable to find the information s/he is seeking, then s/he is welcome to ask KSHS 

directly.  Click here or go to https://www.kshs.org/p/ask-a-research-question/10096.  Example: 
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